188                   THE JUDGMENT OF TIME
Here, as elsewhere, Moore was a man in advance of his time. Of all men, as we shall see throughout his life, he was the most averse to intrigue, and it is beyond question that he never entered into any intrigue against Sir Gilbert. But he did most clearly see that what was wanted for success in Corsica was not a dose of the British Constitution, applied as a Morrison's pill to a patient in the condition of Corsica, but the introduction of British fair-play, of British justice, of British sense of the broad principles of right and wrong, and, above all, of British truth, and withal a sympathetic understanding of the people to be dealt with. No one knew their faults better than he, or has exposed them as he saw them more bluntly. But he knew their devotion to Paoli, well as he knew and freely as he has set forth the faults of that patriotic statesman. Therefore he felt that, for success in English administration, it was necessary, in order to lead them on to a higher civilisation, to work through the man they trusted. Since those days we have applied Moore's principles under far more difficult circumstances with a race far inferior to the Corsicans, dealing at the same time with a ruler far inferior in all respects to Paoli. We have not applied the British Constitution. We have worked through the native rulers, and with the forms to which the people were accustomed. It has only been the new spirit that has been infused into them that has changed everything. Let Egypt in 1903 speak for the soundness of Moore's political judgment in Corsica in 1794-95. For Sir Gilbert's, the year 1797 must make answer, for from that date we as a nation knew Corsica no more.